The 17th Century Slave Trade

Slavery existed for centuries before the first slaves came to America. Old Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans owned the slaves. In Africa there were many kingdoms and slavery was legal. When Europeans came to Africa, slavery already existed.
· Working with a partner you will investigate the Slave Trade in the 17th C

· From the information you and your partner gather, you will produce a piece of written work that looks at the countries involved, conditions on slave ships, slave auctions and the idea of human rights.
REMEMBER

When writing up your answer you MUST say where you got your information from. You will record this information at the end of your piece of written work – it should show the Title of the book and the Author /and or a Website address.

Use the questions and statements on the following sheet as a base for your research. Keywords in bold type may help with your investigations.
Investigate ‘The Triangular Trade’ also known as the ‘Middle Route’ Look at, what it was and where it was and why it got the name. 
Survival rates on the slave ships were low. Look at the conditions slaves endured on these voyages. Investigate the phrase ‘tight pack’ and ‘light pack’. 

If they survived the voyage slaves were sold at public auctions – look at how these were conducted and the different types of auctions that took place.
Once the slaves were put to work on the plantations, farms and factories of their owners, living conditions varied.  Often they worked in slave gangs overseen by slave drivers. Look at the work they undertook and the punishments that were handed out.
The Scottish philosopher John Locke (1632-1704) said "All men are by nature, equally free and independent and have certain inherent rights…………………….” 
Why do you think that slavery then and now was and is against the human rights of those made slaves. 


