Africa – Music and Instrument and their role in African Life

African music is a vital part of everyday life

· You will work with a partner to collect information about African music, instruments and their role in the community – 

· You will use books and IT and you will record exactly where you get your information from – Books – Title and Author and/or IT- the website that you use. Use the boxes on the work sheets to gather the facts.

· You will produce a piece of written work that looks at how music has developed, the origins of the instruments, how they are made and played and the types of events and ceremonies that they might be used in.
Use the statements and questions on the following sheets to gather information. Keywords that may be of use are in bold type.  You MUST record where you get your information from – The book – title and author, or website address. This is known as a Bibliography.
Traditional African music plays an important role in family and communities – it is to used contact the spirit world, as a cure for the sick, and in religion. What sort of ceremony might music have been played at – what instruments might be played
Traditional words, sounds and music go back hundreds of years. In a world where reading and writing were not available how were traditions, stories and memories kept alive
Music was and is an efficient means of communication as well as entertainment. Look at the importance of the African Talking Drum how did it work?
African drums are more complex in their structure than those found in Europe. The way they are made has not changed in over10,000 years. You will need to research the types of Drums such as Djembe and Chigubhu used in African music, the materials used in their construction and how they are played. Look at the meaning of the word membranophone
In addition to drums African musicians use a variety of other instruments such as the Afuche, Cabasa, Kalimba, Sansa and Mbiras. Discover what these are and how they are played.
Since the 1980’s there has been considerable interest in African music – within the music buying and music performing communities – Look at current performers and song writers who have been influenced by African instruments and sound – investigate the music of Paul Simon
