Research tips for essays and projects

Regardless of whether you are at school, college or university you should begin by asking the following questions
Q. What is research?

A. Finding out about something

Q. What methods/sources should I use?

A. This will vary according to the subject and may include all or some of the following – books, internet, magazines, journals, newspapers – online or hard copy

Q. Where do I start?

A. Think about the essay or project title – what are the keywords or concepts, make a list – what do they mean – use dictionaries and encyclopaedias to find definitions (not Wikipedia).

You could try these on line dictionaries

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/
http://www.askoxford.com
Keywords

Keywords are one of the most important things when beginning your research into a topic – if you are searching for information on the role of Sweden in the Second World War – your keywords are Sweden and Second World War. No need to type in whole phrase or even the word ‘and’.

Using Books

Before browsing Library shelves browse the catalogue – NB -titles that you may find useful may have already been borrowed by others – the catalogue will show you where they are – if they are in stock and if they have been borrowed by others.
· Medway Public Library service and SELMs (South East Library Management Services)

https://medway.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/OPAC/BSEARCH
As a member of the Thomas Aveling School library, you are automatically enrolled as a member of Medway Public Libraries – this gives you access to 11 Library authorities across the south East of England – over 6 million items!  Access these resources online by clicking on the above link

· Universities at Medway Library Catalogue

http://campus.medway.ac.uk/library/.

As a Thomas Aveling student you can access the university library catalogues (including library catalogues for Kent University and Canterbury Christ Church. Click on the above website and follow the links.

TA students may not borrow from the University Libraries but they are able to visit and study if prearranged and supervised.
Using the Medway SPYDUS Library Catalogue System

https://medway.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/OPAC/BSEARCH
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You can search using the dropdown box – and then typing in the appropriate information

Author – Surname first

Title – or part of the title

Anywhere – Using author/title combination

                   A keyword or subject 

Series Title

Search Results

Your search results will be displayed – it will show you

Title






Author
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Basketball : how it works / by Suzanne Slade.
Slade, Suzanne

London : Raintree, 2013.
48p. : col. ill., col. ports. ;
Science of sport

Originally published: 2012.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
Shelving Notes: NF

Additional information

for this title 23 cm.

Summary: From the laws of physics on a skateboard to the effects of weather on a ball, this series
explains how it all works.
ISBN: 9781406229806 (pbk)
Dewey Class: 795.323
€796 BAS
Language: English
Subject: Basketball -- Juvenile literature

Sports sciences -~ Juvenile literature
Non-Fiction 9+

Sport

No reviews available as yet

Add your review

2441001

Average Rating:
BRN:

Local Holdings: [Show Network Display]

Collection Call Number Status/ Desc ||

Chatham Library Childrens non-fiction 796.323 * Available

Cuxton Library Childrens non-fiction 796.323 * Available

Gilingham Library Childrens non-fiction 796.323 * Available

Hempstead Library Childrens non-fiction 796.323 « In-transit from Bibliographic Services Unit to

Hempstead Library (Set: 08 Oct 2012)

Hoo Library Childrens non-fiction 796.323 * Available

Lordswood Library. Childrens non-fiction 796.323 * Available

Luton Library Childrens non-fiction 796.323 « In-transit from Bibliographic Services Unit to Luton |
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Branch/location
*Shelf/Dewey number

Edition/imprint

*The Shelf or Dewey number informs you where the item is shelved using the Dewey Decimal System. All books are in number order in the library. Ask the librarian for Dewey guide handout
Once you have used a book for research you must record the following information 

· The author’s or editor’s name (or names) 

· The year the book was published 

· The title of the book 

· If it is an edition other than the first 

· The city the book was published in 
· The name of the publisher

Accessing the ‘Universities at Medway’ Library Catalogue

As a Thomas Aveling student you can also access the library catalogue for the ‘Universites at Medway’

http://campus.medway.ac.uk/library/.
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Latest News

This week's events at the Key Point
01.10.1200:38

> Monday: 11am-3pm Canterbury Christ Church University Bookshop
> Wednesday: 11am-12pm Meet your Engineering librarian
> Wednesday: 2-4pm Meet the Drill Hall Disability Support Team

If you don't know where or what the Key Point is, read all abous
and watch out for more events here and in the library.
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Whilst you cannot borrow from these libraries you are able to browse the library stock and make a note of any titles that you feel may help your research. Once you have made a note of the relevant title and author, you have the information required to see if the item is available through Medway.

You may visit and use resources held at the University library, situated in the ‘Drill Hall’ but only if the visit has been pre arranged and supervised by a member of TA staff

Searching and evaluating information on the WEB

Most databases and search engines have an ‘advanced search’ option. This gives you more control over the information that is trawled.

Eg: GOOGLE Advanced Search
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Keep a record

Make a note of the following

· The date you accessed the source 

· The electronic address or email 

· The type of electronic resource (email, discussion forum, WWW page, etc) 

Use the sheet on the following page to evaluate the site and information found

Evaluating Information on the Internet Checklist

The following checklist can help you in making decision regarding the value of Internet material.  Critically evaluate the chosen resource against the questions below by indicating Y –yes, N- No, or ? – don’t know. Ideally you should aim to use resources with as many ticks as possible in the Y column, particularly within the areas of source, reliability and currency.

Website:_______________________________________________________

URL (web site address):____________________________________________________

	
	Y
	N
	?

	Source
	
	
	

	Is there a reputable source such as recognised organisation or academic institution?  
	
	
	

	Does the author give information or contact details about themselves which can be verified?  
	
	
	

	Are the author’s qualifications, education and background relevant to the subject matter at hand? 
	
	
	

	Does the site contain primary information that is raw, original, non-interpreted information which could include manuscripts, diaries, letters, speeches etc.?
	
	
	

	Is the resource an electronic version or companion to an existing print publication?
	
	
	

	Reliability
	
	
	

	Is the information peer reviewed or edited?
	
	
	

	Is there any facility to submit corrections to the site owners?
	
	
	

	Does the information seem to be objective?
	
	
	

	Does the author acknowledge any specific viewpoint?
	
	
	

	Is there good spelling, punctuation and grammar?
	
	
	

	Is the material sourced and referenced correctly?
	
	
	

	Level
	
	
	

	Is the site aimed at an appropriate academic level for your study?
	
	
	

	Coverage
	
	
	

	Does the material relate to the specific geographic region or time period you are interested in?
	
	
	

	Currency
	
	
	

	Does the site give details of when the information was last updated?  
	
	
	

	Is updating regular?  
	
	
	

	Are links to other Internet sites relevant and up to date?
	
	
	

	Structure and Accessibility
	
	
	

	Is the site easy to navigate?
	
	
	

	Is there a site map and/or search facility to help you locate material?
	
	
	

	e site reliable to access and free from error messages?
	
	
	

	Does the site contain Help functionality?
	
	
	


